
WAC 220-440-050  Killing wildlife for personal safety.  (1) The 
fish and wildlife commission is authorized to classify wildlife as 
game, as endangered or protected species, or as a predatory bird con-
sistent with RCW 77.08.010 and 77.12.020. The commission is also au-
thorized, pursuant to RCW 77.36.030, to establish the limitations and 
conditions on killing or trapping wildlife that is threatening human 
safety.

(2) The conditions for killing wildlife vary, based primarily on 
the classification of the wildlife species and the imminent nature of 
the threat to personal safety. Additional conditions defined by the 
department may also be important, depending on individual situations. 
Killing wildlife for personal safety is subject to all other state and 
federal laws including, but not limited to, Titles 77 RCW and 220 WAC.

(3) Killing wildlife for personal safety.
(a) It is permissible to kill wild animals engaged in the physi-

cal act of attacking a person.
(b) It is permissible to kill game animals posing an immediate 

threat of physical harm to a person.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), amended and recodified as 
§ 220-440-050, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.020, and 77.04.055. WSR 10-13-182 (Order 10-156), 
§ 232-36-050, filed 6/23/10, effective 7/24/10.]
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